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at the man, and thinks. But also the constituency
determines the vote of the representative. He is not
only representative, but participant. Like can only
be known by like. The reason why he knows about
them is, that he is of them; he has just come out of
nature, or from being a part of that thing. Animated
chlorine knows of chlorine, and incarnate zinc of
zinc. Their quality makes his career; and he can
variously publish their virtues, because they compose
him. Man, made of the dust of the world, does not
forget his origin; and all that is yet inanimate will
one day speak and reason. Unpublished nature will
have its whole secret told. Shall we say that quartz
mountains will pulverise into innumerable Werners,
Von Buchs, and Beaumonts; and the laboratory of
the atmosphere holds in solution I know not what
Berzeliuses and Davys ?

Thus, we sit by the fire, and take hold on the
poles of the earth. This quasi omnipresence supplies
the imbecility of our condition. In one of those
celestial days, when heaven and earth meet and adorn
each other, it seems a poverty that we can only spend
it once: we wish for a thousand heads, a thousand
bodies, that we might celebrate its immense beauty
in many ways and places. Is this fancy 1 Well, in
good faith, we are multiplied by our proxies. How
easily we adopt their labours ! Every ship that comes
to America got its chart from Columbus. Every
novel is a debtor to Homer. Every carpenter who
shaves with a foreplane borrows the genius of a
forgotten inventor. Life is girt all round with a